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Ushering Batch 2005 

to Life’s Ongoing 

Journey of Learning 

 

By HON. PERSIDA V. RUEDA-ACOSTA 
(Guest of Honor and Commencement Speaker) 

 
Philippine College of Criminology and 

Manila Law College Commencement Exercises 
 

Reception Hall, Philippine International 
Convention Center (PICC), Roxas Blvd., Pasay City 

May 14, 2005; 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

To the Philippine College of Criminology (PCCR) and Manila Law College 

(MLC) administration, headed by Dr. Eduardo J. Bautista, professors, parents, 

guests, and graduates, good afternoon…. 

PCCR and MLC Batch 2005, you have undoubtedly accomplished a great feat.  

All of you survived, and many of you even thrived in, the challenges of student 

life that was far from easy, and removed from mediocrity and complacency. 

Today is the crowning day of the fruits of your toil.  My congratulations to all of 

you.   

Two groups of people stood by you through your challenging years: your 

mentors in the academe, and your teachers for life, your parents. Today is also 

the celebration of their triumph, because batch 2005, you are the fulfillment of 
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their dreams. In you lies great promises and potentials that could help usher in a 

brighter future for your respective families and our country as well. May I 

request you dear graduates, to please stand up and give a rousing applause to 

your loving parents, and supportive professors. (Thank you Batch 2005. Sa labas 

ng inyong mga tahanan at eskwelahan, titindig at titindig kayo para sa maraming 

bagay.  Inaasahan ko na ang mga pagkakataong iyon ay para sa pagtatanggol 

ng kaligtasan at karangalan ng ating kapwa tao at bayan.  At para rin sa 

pagsusulong ng katarungan, katotohanan at kapayaan.) 

I am humbled and honored to have been chosen as the commencement 

speaker for this year’s graduation exercises of the PCCR and MLC, two bastions 

of learning in the fields of criminology and law.  Through the years, PCCR and 

MLC alumni have contributed to the progress of our country. Among them are: 

Generals Ricaredo Sarmiento, Hermogenes Ebdane, and Romeo Maganto, Chief 

Justice Jose P. Laurel, and Justices Edgardo L. Paras and Gloria Conti-Paras.   

I have the honor of meeting and personally working with three of  PCCR and 

MLC’s worthy alumni. They are Public Atty. Nixon B. Tugbo, Forensic expert Atty. 

Erwin P. Erfe, M.D., and NBI-STF Chief Reynaldo Esmeralda.  

Public Atty. Tugbo was a B. S. Criminology student at PCCR.  He topped the 

board exam for aspiring police enforcers in 1988, the very first to be given by the 

Professional Regulatory Commission. A  sterling performance by a working 

student!  You know, Atty. Tugbo that time was a janitor at the Far Eastern 

University, the school where he got his law degree, while working as a professor 
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at PCCR.  Now, he is one of the competent and hardworking public attorneys in 

PAO-Region V.  (By the way, the Criminology Board Examination in 1988 is a 

memorable and victorious year for the PCCR.  Atty. Tugbo, the topnotcher, was 

joined by six (6) more PCCR alumni in the roster of board placers.  Yes, that year 

seven (7) out of 10 (ten) board placers were from your beloved PCCR!) 

 Atty. Erwin P. Erfe, M.D. is with the Independent Forensic Group. Their 

report entitled, “Death on the Tarmac: The Credible View” is a vital part of the 

Motion to Reopen the Aquino-Galman double murder case, which our Office filed 

at the Supreme Court.  Atty. Erfe, a part of the elite group of medico-legal 

experts in our country, is now the PAO’s consultant in cases touching his twin 

fields of expertise.  Atty. Erfe, is an alumnus of MLC. 

 Atty. Reynaldo Esmeralda, a B. S. Criminology graduate of the PCCR, was 

part of the combined NBI and PNP contingents which investigated the death of 

the late Public Atty. Teresita G. Vidamo, who was murdered in broad daylight in 

front of her house last Feb. 9.  Through the efforts of Atty. Esmeralda’s group 

and the PNP, the suspected killers of the late PAO lawyer fell in the hands of 

government authorities.  Atty. Esmeralda, along with other NBI and PNP 

personnel, was commended by our Office last Apr. 18 for his invaluable 

assistance to the zealous and judicious investigation of the Vidamo case.  (Atty. 

Vidamo, one of the unsung heroes of PAO, died fighting for the homeless and 

landless.) 

Do you feel like tracing the footsteps of the famous alumni of your schools?  

Or are you overwhelmed by the sheer weight of the achievements they have 
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already embedded in different fields in our society? Do not be intimidated, dear 

graduates.  Motivational speaker Anthony Robbins said: “… there are no limits to 

what you can do.  Your key power is modeling.  Excellence can be duplicated.  If 

other people can do something, all you need to do is model them with precision 

and you can do exactly the same thing.” 1  

Kung nais nating maabot ang narating ng tao o mga taong  ating iniidolo, 

dapat lamang na handa tayong magsikap, magsakripisyo upang mapasaatin ang 

karakter, ang mga katangian na naging susi ng kanya o kanilang tagumpay.  

Ngunit kung sa ating pakiramdam tayo ay may sariling kaparaanan upang 

magtagumpay, buong pagtitiwala nating sundin ang munting tinig na sa atin ay 

gumagabay.  Ang paniniwalang ito ang nakatulong kay Kofi Annan na marating 

ang pinagpipitaganang pandaigdigang institusyon, ang United Nations (UN). 

Annan, the secretary general of the UN, became anxious then in the midst of 

over-achievers while studying at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 

counseled himself: “Follow your own inner compass… listen to your own 

drummer. To live is to choose.  But to choose well, you must know who you are, 

what you stand for, where you want to go and why you want to get there.”2  

With this advice to himself, his “anxieties slowly began to dissolve.”3  

Dear graduates, whatever decisions you may have, I just  

hope that as you tread on your chosen professional paths, in several alleys or 

even in one of the side streets of life, I would meet many of you there, and have 
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the pleasure of working with you in worthwhile projects for our people and 

country.   

Dr. Bautista mentioned in his invitation letter to me that it is in the police 

and courts where majority of your schools’ alumni join in to serve our country.  

 Kabilang ang inyong mga alumni sa mga pulis at hukom na patuloy na 

nakakasama at nakakatulong ng PAO sa pagbibigay nito ng libreng mga 

serbisyong legal sa ating maralitang kababayan na naghahap ng katarungan.  

 Since August 2000 up to now, seminars on how to better serve children in 

conflict with the law have been conducted by PAO. Sa seminars na nabanggit 

kabilang sa mga nakasama namin ay  jail wardens at mga opisyal ng pulisya. 

Naniniwala ang PAO na malaki ang papel na ginagampanan ng mga pulis sa 

paglutas sa mga krimeng ang pinag-uugatan ay mga kabataang nagkaroon ng 

pagkakasala sa batas o children in conflict with the law.  Mula sa lansangang 

hinulihan hanggang sa silid na pinag-iimbestigahan at seldang pagkukulungan, 

ang mga alagad ng batas ay may magagawa upang ang mga kabataang ito ay 

magkaroon ng kinabukasang malaya sa anino at ala-ala ng buhay piitan. 

 Law enforcers who are just and compassionate … this is what our country 

needs.  Future policemen and women, and tomorrow’s PNP and NBI officers from 

PCCR, are you this kind of law enforcers?  Yes, of course!  Even as PCCR has 

nurtured in you a “high level of professionalism and productive scholarship”4 and 

has prepared you to become “leaders and experts in the field of crime prevention 
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and investigation,”5 your alma mater has not robbed you of your compassion; 

instead it has fortified your innate goodness and kindness of heart.  From your 

batch, I am expecting not only a few good policemen and women, but a lot!  A 

lot to inspire the police force where our people and nation entrust their safety 

and security. 

 Kaligtasan at seguridad ng ating mga kapwa Pilipino at ng ating bayan … 

siguradong maipagtatanggol kung ang mga puwersa ng pulis at militar ay may 

sapat na kahandaan.  Kaligtasan at seguridad ng ating mga kapwa Pilipino at ng 

ating bayan … siguradong matatamo kung may kapayapaan. Sa mga 

iniisyatibang pangkapayapaan ng administrasyon ng mahal na Pangulong Gloria 

Macapagal-Arroyo, may naging papel ang aming tanggapan. 

Let me share with you our modest share in the peace initiatives of the 

Macapagal-Arroyo administration. 

A ranking member of the MILF, approached the PAO for legal assistance 

regarding the criminal case against some MILF leaders and members which was 

then pending before the Davao City Regional Trial Court.  I personally went to 

Davao City and together with the Regional Public Attorney there, I filed before 

Davao City RTC Judge Paul T. Arcangel an urgent Motion for Reinvestigation with 

Motion to Lift/Suspend Warrants of Arrest.  The motion was granted.  The lifting 

of the warrants set a chain of events which led to the declaration by the 

government and the MILF of a mutual cessation of hostilities. 

                                                           
5 Ibid. 
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Sa mga kasong hinahawakan ng PAO, may  nakakatulong sa amin na mga 

dating mag-aaral ng MLC, na ngayon ay mga empleyado na ng korte o kagalang-

galang nang  hukom.  

Your alumni should not be wanting in praise. But the accomplishments 

and good name of law enforcers and judges are being destroyed by some errant 

men and women within their ranks.  Because of them we hear degrading names 

like kotong cops, scalawags in uniform, and hoodlums in robes being attributed 

to policemen and women, and judges.  Masakit matawag ng kung anu-anong 

pangalan.  Lalo na kung malayo sa katotohanan.  Naranasan ito ng mga 

manananggol pambayan o public attorneys.  Kami noon ay tinawag na ampaw, 

siopao, at espiya. 

When former President Joseph Estrada dismissed his lawyers, nine (9) 

PAO lawyers, including myself as one of the lead counsels, were ordered by the 

Sandiganbayan to be among his court appointed lawyers.  Our worthy opponents 

were the government prosecutors from the DOJ. 

To our appointment many have reacted disparagingly.  Ampaw, siopao … 

espiya, buong panunuyang itinawag sa amin. They insinuated that we were not 

competent  in defending the former chief executive, and that we were actually 

appointed not to function as his defense lawyers, in the truest sense of the word, 

because they suspected that we were to act as spies for the government, 

specifically the prosecution. As the trial progressed, though, we were able to 

prove our worth as officers of the court.  Yours truly, persuasively argued before 
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the court that former President Estrada had the right to be treated by a doctor of 

his own choice and in a hospital that he trusted.  This somehow helped in 

clearing the air of mistrust and misgivings.  We were able to prove our 

independence when we presented the government doctors, Dr. Pujalte, Dr. 

Casison, Dra. Evangelista, and Pres. Estrada’s cousin, Dr. Larry Jhocson, as our 

expert witnesses who gave credence to the defense team’s contention.  Later 

however, court-appointed PAO lawyers had to file a Motion to Withdraw as 

counsels of the former President because the presence of private counsels 

among the court-appointed lawyers had already freed us from the duties of 

handling a client, who obviously was not an indigent.  

Kami ay sumunod lamang sa atas ng Sandiganbayan na tumayong mga 

tagapagtanggol ng dating pangulo nang siya ay walang abogado.  Ngunit ginawa 

namin ang lahat ng aming kakayanan na mapangalagaan ang kanyang mga 

karapatan bilang akusado.  Ang aming pakiusap sa Sandiganbayan na siya ay 

magamot sa ibang bansa kung nasaan naroon ang pinagkakatiwalaan niyang 

doktor ay positibong natugunan kahit may katagalan.  Wala na kami noon sa 

hanay ng kanyang mga abogado nang ito ay mapagbigyan.  Ayos lang!  (Hindi 

tayo nagtatanim ng puno upang sa lilim nito tayo mismo ang makaupo.6) Ang 

mahalaga aming napatunayan na kaya naming ibigay ang mataas na kalidad ng 

libreng serbisyong legal, gayundin din ang dignidad sa paglilingkod – tumutupad 
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sa atas ng tungkulin, gumagalang sa karapatang pantao, at nagsisilbing mukha 

ng makatarungan at mapagkandiling pamahalan. 

Kayong nagbabalak na pumalaot sa serbisyo publiko, huwag kayong matakot 

na matawag nang kung anu-ano. Aming napatunayan na ang mabisang 

pangkontra sa kritisismong walang basehan ay ang pananatiling tapat na mga 

lingkod bayan.  

Dear graduates, we at PAO will maintain the competence, the courage, the 

hard work as well as the “heart work” or compassion that have long 

characterized the quality of our services as defenders of the poor.  We will not 

rest in our laurels. Complacency will not tarnish the reputation of the PAO.  

“Better a good name than a costly oil,” Ecclesiastes 7:1  counsels, and we will 

forever heed it.  

Sino sa inyo rito ang mapagpahalaga sa mabuting pangalan?  Lahat? 

Magigiting na pulis ng kinabukasan na natitiyak kung magmumula sa PCCR ang 

karamihan, may isang maipagkakapuring alagad ng batas na kilyente ng PAO.  

Siya si Ronald Palmares. (Nabalitaan ko na dito siya sa PCCR nagreview bago 

siya kumuha ng pagsusulit sa pagkapulis.) 

Ronald was one of the  police officers charged with negligence for the 

escape of the late international terrorist Fathur Rohman Al-Ghozi.  His superiors 

said he was asleep, thus it facilitated Al-Ghozi’s escape.  But according to the 23-

year-old neophyte police officer, he was ordered by a superior to leave the 

premises when it happened. Bravely, he divulged it in spite of death threats and 

his father’s impending retirement from the PNP.   
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Sa mga kasong isinampa laban kay Ronald, ang nasa Sandiganbayan ay 

nadismiss na.  Sa ngalan ng katotohanan, itinaya ni Ronald ang kanyang 

trabaho, pangalan, at maging ang kanyang buhay.  Sa nangyari kay Ronald, 

ayon nga sa salita ninyong mga kabataan, nakakarelate ako. Sa mga sensitibong 

kasong aking hinawakan at patuloy na hinahawakan, nanganib na rin ang aking  

buhay.  Kabilang sa mga ito ang mga kasong MILF, Aquino-Galman, at marami 

pang iba. 

Sa kasong MILF, nandyang hindi ko alam kung ligtas pa akong 

makakarating sa aking paroroonan habang ako ay nagbibiyahe sa mga liblib na 

lugar sa Mindanao. 

I was aware then that the nemesis of peace was not at all happy with the 

peace initiatives of the Macapagal-Arroyo administration. But I had to follow the 

order of my mother office, the DOJ.  And that was an opportunity for me to do 

my share in putting an end to violence in our country.  I feared for my life, but 

the thought of leaving behind a blood-drenched Philippines to the generation of 

children where my two daughters belong, is a thousand times more dreadful for 

me. 

Ang nagpapahalaga sa kapayapaan, katarungan at katotohanan ay 

madalas na sinusubukan. Ang mga pagsubok na hatid ng kasong Aquino-Galman 

ay patuloy kong kinakaharap sa ngayon bilang manananggol at opisyal ng 

gobyerno, at bilang tao. 
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Sometime in August, last year, the soldiers who were convicted for the death 

of Senator Ninoy Aquino and Rolando Galman sought our legal assistance. They 

said among others that they would tell the court significant details which they 

were not able to reveal before because they were under duress and because of 

ineffective legal counseling.  

 On November 24, 2004, we filed our Motion to Reopen the Aquino-Galman 

double murder case before the Supreme Court, based on the ground of newly 

discovered evidence consisting of a report of the Independent Forensic Team, 

composed of UP anthropology Professor Jerome Bailen; Atty. Erwin P. Erfe, M. D. 

(who, as I mentioned earlier, is an MLC alumnus) ; Dr. Benito Molino; and Dr. 

Anastacio Rosete, Jr. D.M.D.  They conducted a three (3) month study (from 

Aug. 17 to Nov. 15, 2004) on the forensic aspect of this case. 

Last February 23, the OSG, on its 26-page Comment asked the high court 

not to reopen the case on grounds that no new evidence has been found.  

Unfortunately, the Supreme Court listened to the OSG. So on March 22, 2004 we 

filed our Motion for Reconsideration. But the Supreme Court did not open its 

door to our plea.  Thus, upon the advice of a ranking official of the DOJ, we will 

exhaust all legal, moral, and social remedies for the truth to come out.  We will 

file a 2nd Motion for Reconsideration as what the prosecution did on March 20, 

1986 during the time of President Cory Aquino.  (Nagbibigay ng inspirasyon sa 

amin ang marami pang mga bagong testigong handang magtestify.) 

Batch 2005, the PAO is armed with an independent forensic evidence 

uncovering the false forensic claims that led to the unjust convictions of the 
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soldiers.  (Ang petrous bone ay sinabi ng isang doktor noong 2nd trial na 

malambot na buto. Pero sa totoo pala ay napakatigas na buto.)  We also have a 

key defense eyewitness to the actual killing of Senator Aquino.   

Physical evidence strongly suggests that Senator Aquino was indeed shot, by 

no other than Rolando Galman, while the senator was walking towards the 

waiting AVSECOM van.  It was clear from the forensic report that the physical 

evidence may had been misinterpreted deliberately to mislead a scientifically-

naive court. 

The key defense  eyewitness that I mentioned earlier was Senior Police 

Officer 4 Ruben Cantimbuhan, the driver of the van carrying a SWAT team 

ordered to secure the arrival of Senator Aquino at the airport on Aug. 21, 1983.  

He was not linked at all to the murders.  He was not asked to testify before the 

court, rather he was stopped from doing so by a military lawyer, and one of his 

superiors. 

What I have shared with you regarding the Aquino-Galman double murder 

case, are pieces of information that we painstakingly gathered from sleepless 

nights of discussions and readings of the records of the case; from reenactments 

and test firings under the scorching heat of the sun; and also from long drives to 

hiding places of vital witnesses who were either sick or dying. 

Napakasensitibo ng kasong Aquino-Galman. Ang mga taong nagnanais na 

maliwanagan ang kasong ito, ay may mga banta na rin sa kanilang buhay. 

Ginugulo raw namin ang kasaysayan.  Ito ang sa amin ay ipinaparatang. Hindi 

po!  Amin pa ngang iwinawasto ang kasaysayan.  Mistakes cannot be erased but 
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it can be corrected. (Paano kung walang kasalanan ang ilan sa nakakulong na 

mga sundalo?  Hahayaan ba natin silang mamatay sa kulungan?) 

Ang mga ebidensyang pinatutunayan ng forensic report, at isinisigaw ni 

Cantimbuhan ay hindi namin kayang igawa ng silid sa aming mga isipan at 

pagsabihang doon ay magtago na lamang.  Responsibilidad naming ipaalam ang 

aming nalalaman.  Knowledge is responsibility!  And knowledge may yet be the 

beginning of the discovery of the truth in the mystery that is the Aquino-Galman 

double murder case, which has hounded our country for more than two decades 

now.  Patahimikin na natin ang kaluluwa nina Ninoy at Galman, at palayain na 

natin ang ating bayan sa kasinungalingan upang lumitaw ang katotohanan. 

Bigyan natin ng puwang ang reopening para sa kasong Aquino-Galman. 

Ang naibahagi ko sa inyo ay namumutiktik ng mga hamon sa katatagan ng 

propesyon ng mga pulis, manananggol at hukom.  Ilang araw na lamang at 

tatahakin na ninyo ang landas tungo sa pinili ninyong propesyon.  At doon ay 

may mga susubok sa inyong katatagan.   

Sa nobela at pelikulang “Silence of the Lambs,” sinabi ng isang serial killer sa 

isang baguhang FBI agent: 

“Sa pagtatanggol mo sa mga tupa, meron at meron kang hindi maililigtas.  

Maririnig mo ang kanilang mga hibik, ngunit huminto na lang kanilang pag-iyak, 

hindi mo pa rin sila napupuntahan.” 7 

                                                           
7 Loosely translated from the lines in the film. 
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We cannot help all.  We cannot save all. But we cannot go on living as 

someone who has aided none and sacrificed for no one. 

All of us who are a part of these commencement exercises,  are  lucky to 

have witnessed  a valuable lesson  in life.   The  gathering  here  not  only  of  

four-year  course  

graduates, but of masteral, and doctoral graduates, shows that life is an ongoing 

journey of learning.  Even the word commencement teaches us that graduation 

is not an end; it is the beginning.   

To the PCCR and MLC administration, faculty, and student body, thank  you  

for  inviting  me  to  be  a  part of an event that heralds a challenging and 

meaningful beginning for Batch 2005. 

Mabuhay ang Batch 2005!  Kasihan nawa kayo ng ating Panginoon sa inyong 

paglalakbay sa patuloy na edukasyon na handog ng buhay.   

-End- 

 

 

 


